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Austrians, and Frederick, on his rettirn to the electorate
in October, found all the strong positions in the posses-
sion of the enemy. Daun with 65,000 men was care-
fully entrenched at Torgau, where Frederick with 44,000
attacked him on November 3.
The battle was long and hotly contested. Ziethen,
who was ordered to attack the enemy in the rear, while
the king engaged them in front, missed the
road by which he ought to have advanced, and Torgau! No-
when the sun set the Austrians were still in vember 3-
possession of the heights which formed the key of their
position. Frederick and Daun were both wounded, and
the carnage had been frightful. Still, however, the battle
continued. Ziethen found his road at last, and at nine
o'clock the welcome news that the heights of Siptitz were
his was brought to Frederick in a little church near the
battle-field, whither he had retired to have his wound
dressed and to write despatches. When day broke the
Austrians were seen in full retreat on Dresden. It is
believed that if the double attack had been made simul-
taneously, their whole army must have been driven into
the Elbe or made prisoner." The Austrian camp at
Torgau was a strong one, but, as Frederick saw at a
glance, too small for 65,000 men to manoeuvre in.
'The next year was one of marches and manoeuvres,
without a single pitched battle.    The war was becoming,
as Carlyle expresses it, ' like a race between spent horses.'
Its chief event was the surprisal of Schweidnitz, brilliantly
performed by Laudon, who, however, narrowly
escaped a reprimand from Maria Theresa and sc£we?dnL,
the Aulic Council, for having done it without ^tober t,
their  orders,  an almost   incredible piece   of *7 **
pedantry, which, while showing how the Austrian generals
were hampered in the field, helps to explain their remiss-
ness in making use of the opportunities which their great
superiority in numbers afforded.

